
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Jennifer Hernandez 

Department: Teaching and Learning 

Email Address: jennher@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3434 

Campus Mail Box: 1130 

Number of available URCA Assistant Positions 

One funded student and two additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

SIUE, Founder’s Hall. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Psycholoy, Social Work, Speech- Language Pathology, English ED (CAS), Philosophy, Math ED 

(CAS), & Science ED (CAS) 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

   URCA student(s) will support the re-designing of the educator preparation program for 

Secondary Education and Special Education. This student will support research with the 

culturally responsive pedagogy in the STEM disciplines at the secondary level. This research 

is designed to create a cohesive partnership with k12 school districts where our teacher 

candidates can complete their fieldwork in professional development schools. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   The URCA responsibilities will include the data collection and analysis from surveys sent to 

in-service teachers within the Metro-East area to highlight the professional development 

offered during the pandemic years starting in 2020. From the data analysis, the URCA will 

assist me in the development of partnerships with local k12 school districts. These 

partnerships are designed to create residencies for teacher candidates in their final year of 

study. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   URCA Assistant will interpret correct surveying procedures for online surveys of 

participants in research. 

   URCA Assistant will analyze the survey results and triangulate the data to identify patterns 

and themes. 

   URCA Assistant will summarize the findings from the data to assist in the publication of 

the results to an educational research journal. 

   URCA Assistant will support the program director (myself) in building cohesive 

partnerships with k12 school districts for residencies of the teacher candidates in secondary 

and special education. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   Students need to be available to meet with me in Founder's Hall for at least 2 hours a 

week, the exact day is flexible. The student also needs to submit a writing sample to 

demonstrate their skills in analyzing and interpreting data. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 



N/a 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   Acceptance into an Educator Prep Program (ECE, SPED, ELE SEC) is preferred. 

   Junior and Seniors are preferred as their writing skills will be more evolved for research 

and publication. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

   Please submit a written sample based on the writing prompt you will receive if your 

application is vetted and approved for the next step. 


